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RDERED, That the Hon. Syzaxes, Mr. Orts, 

Mr. Rvuss:t.u, Mr. Paxxrian, Mr. Lowst, Mr. 
Bzown, and Mr. HuxnnewsLri, be a Committee te wait on 
the Rev. Thomas Barowin, and to thank him in the name 
of the Houſe, fer his diſcourſe delivered before His Excellen- 
& Tas Governor, the Hon. Councit, and the two 
BzAncues of the-LeGisLarTuRrE, on. the 26th inftant, the 


the preſs. 


Extra8 from the Fournals. 
Attef, HENRY WARREN, Clert of the 


In the Houſe of Repreſentatives, May 27th, 1802; 


day of General EleRion, and to requeſt a copy thereof for 
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F* 48 FREE, AND NOT | USING YOUR LIBERTY F044 
CLOXE OF || MALICIOUSNESS 3 BUT AS THE S4F- 
FANTS OF 60D." n 

| f 
LanomenanLy are the favors whichs. "I 
dulgent heaven: beſtows on the children of 

Among the choiceſt of an earthly nature, «to 

reckon the enjoyment of perſonal ſafety, the heal 

tion of property, and in general the liberty of dez2g 
whateyer will not be injurious to the righty pf 
others, 

In order to ſecure theſe bleſſings men haye been 
induced to aflociate together, Their mutual we 
and weakneſſes urge them to unite for their pom 
mon ſafety ; and. a reciprocation. of kind offices}:in 
aſlſting and proteQiing each other, forms the bzpd 
of their ſocial union. | 5M 

To give force,” however, to ſuch combinat 
they muſt be reduced to ſyſtem, thgir prigciplet-e- 


4 4 | 
fined, and. order and fubordination eſtabliſhed, By 
thus uniting, the ſtrength of the whole body, upon 
any emergency, can cafily be colle&ted to a ſingle 
| point. In this union only individual and' perſonal 
fafety. can be enjoyed. It will hence follow, that 
where the rights .and privileges of all are ſecured, 
.and equal- proteQtion extended, all muſt be under 
obligations to contribute to the ſupport, and to yield 
obedience to them who are appointed to carry the 
public will into -effe&;/- + 

Theſe duties are inferred from the nature of civil 
government in; general, from. the expreſs principles 
of our ſocial compad?, and from the plain declarations 
in the word of God. 

The facred ſcriptures inform us of the origin and 
progreſs of ſociety, ſeveral centuries beyond 'what 


can be found in-any other writings. 
The. particular hiſtory of the Jewiſh nation for 
many ages together; and God's providential deal. 
ings towar 3 that highly favoured people, afford us 
much intereſting inſtrution, - Their civil policy, 
which was principally diQated by Gop hunſelf, and 
the influence which religion-bad..n forming their 
national charaRer, have been faithfully recorded 
and handed down to us.- 
The glory of this nation had been gradually, de. 
Clining for five centurics before the Chriſtian era ; 
and at this time they were groaning-under the: Ro- 
man yoke, They were indeed looking for. a Mxs- 
SIAH, but had no idea that Jzsvs of Nazarals was 
the perſon. They were expeQting a temporal deliv- 
erer, and not a fpiritnal Sayior. Therefore when 
Cnz45T attempted to intrgduce the goſpel diſpenſa- 
tion 


_ = d k - 


tlon tos them! they charged him with Veaigns” 
debgn againſt the Roman government. And als 
though he dedlared that his' kingdom/ was” tiot' of > 
this world, yet his etiemies inſiſted that he 'was'en- - 
deayouring to eſtablilh a ſeparate intereſt, which in % 
its tendency was ſubverſive of focial order, and hoſ-*/ 
tile to the exiſting powers. No infererice '<6ul4'be '* 
more unjuſt, nor a charge more falfe* and*eruet ; 4 
yet on this pretence Pilate was prevailed npon©ts * 4 
give ſentence againſt him. ' If, faid'they, thou' Ter. * 
eſt this man go, thou 'art not Cefer*s* friend”; for... + 
whoſoever maketh himſelf a king fpeaketh' agataſt | 
ar.” 

The ſame invidious charge was brought againſt 
the Diſciples of Caz1sT, and often made- the pre. 
text for their perſecution. They charged Pa 
with being © a peltilent fellow, and a mover of fe. 
dition among all the Jews throughout the world.” 
In order to wipe 'off a ſtigma ſo foul, *and'ts con. 
vince his adverſaries that the benevolent religion of 
the goſpel was not unfriendly to ſotial order, we 
find him frequently inculcating vpon' his chriſtian 
brethren, the duties of fubmiffion 'and obedience to 
eſtabliſhed authority. In his epiltle to the Romans, :3 
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he charged them to | *© be ſubſeCt to the higher pow- 
ers;” by which he evidently meanit 'civil” magil- 
trates, To pive force to the Exhortation he adds, 
« for there is no powet but" of "Gov 3 the" powers 
that be are ordained of God.” © Thefame Apoſtle 
directed Timothy to offer up” « ſupphcations, pray- 
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ers; and intercefſions for all that were in authority. ” 
He-alſo charged Titus to put the flock to which he 
miniſtered in mind, * to be ſubje& to principalities 

_ and 


6 | 
and powers, to, obey magiſtrates, and to be ready to 
every. good, work.” 2 

- It is worthy of obſervation, that when FA Apoſtle 
wrote theſe epiltles, the -civil autbority was wholly 
in the hands of Heathen magiltrates. And ſome 
of them. too the greateſt monſters, of cruelty, that 
were ever ſuffered to ſway a ſceptre,. or diſgrace a 
throne.: Tyrants, who were diſtinguiſhed only by 
their crimes, and rendered immortal only by their 
infamy.. Yet-ſuch was the pacific ſpirit of the goſ- 
pel, that Chriſtians were exhorted to © be ſubject, 
not only for wrath,” that is for fear of puniſhment, 
& but for k96” ood lake.” 
- Sentiments ſimilar to theſe were enforced by the 
Apoltle Peter, in our context. * Submit yourſelves, 
faid he, to every ordinance of man for the Lozp's 
fake, _ For.this is the will of Gop, that with well- 
doing ye may put to filence the ignorance of fool- 
iſh men. As free, and not uſing your liberty for 
cloke of maliciouſneſs ; but as the ſervants of Gon.?” 

The ſenſe of the text will more fully appear, by 
the following familiar paraphraſe. As if he had 
faid ; you will not, my brethren, miſtake the na- 
ture of your Chriſtian liberty, to ſuppoſe that be- 
cauſe you profeſs to be the diſciples of CxaisT, you 
are freed from your allegiance to the government 
under which you are placed. It is true, that / che 
von hath made you free, then are you free indeed. 
But this freedom conſiſts. in being delivered from 
the guilt and power of fin, from the dominion of 
your own luſts, and from final condemnation at the 
great day when God. ſhall judge the world by 


Jssus CHrrisT, But inſtead of leflening your ob- 
Iigations 


ligations to contribute. to the peace and order of br 
ciety, it greatly, increaſes them. Your duty 2 
Chriſtians is by higher motives, and yor b: 
obedience ſeeure by more let ſanRions. Sub 
init yourſelves therefore to every otdinance of many” 
deſigned for the good of ſociety, and not incogſif-" 
tent with the diftates of your own conſciences, or : 3 
the duties you owe. to your Gop : And thus, by ; 
well-doing, you will put to ſilence the ignorance of ©: i 
fooliſh men, who repreſent your ſentiments as tend- 
ing to diſloyalty and ſedition. _ As free,” but not-. 
duſing your liberty in uſing it as a cloke for mali: |” 
ious condud ; but in all circumiſtances* conduQ- , 
ing yourſelves faithfully as the ſervants of Gop,”? n 
From the ſubje& thus placed before us, we are -; 7 
naturally led to the following inquiries. When... 
may a people be faid 'to be free? What are the » 
tneans beſt. calculated to preſerve their freedom; /- 4 
and promote their, happineſs and proſperity ?” And, F 
In what reſpeQts are they in danger from the mow $n 
of their liberty ? | = 
In order to find a free people, we need not re ;; 
pair to Lybid”s burning ſands, to learn the ſavage {A 
cuſtoms and mannefs of thoſe barbarous deſcendants 
of 1/hmael, who indeed boaſt of their freedom; but 
whoſe liberty eſſentially conſiſts, in committing, with 
impunity and without a bluſh, the moſt flagrant a&s 
of violence and injuſtice. Nor is it neceſlary that 
the reſtraints impoſed by wiſe and equitable laws 
ſhould be taken. off,” and the force of moral princi- 
ple removed in order to render a people free. Such 
a ſtate of things would. only. produce a lawleſs un- 
governable freedom, which would terminate in the 
| worlt Kiud of anarchy and confuſion. 


: "_ : - — 

F'77 - Hat. - <a SW > 7 << 146 "T7 Y \ Fad 2 405 = 

wh Þ So 2. b "by: = FLY * ch SJE ae 5 s "whe. C26 et 
Ws. U 


- . -- 
+ © —_ 4 
>? » My 
o — «+ A 


if 


f 


2 

*It4 is evident that niany who pretend to be the 

votaries of liberty, never underſtood its true princi- 

ples, nor « condutted themſelves worthy” of its- bleſs. 
ings Genuine ſocial liberty can never exift with- 
out being protected and ſupported by law, enlight- 
ened and aided by morality and religion. 

But what peculiarly diſtinguiſhes a "free people 
from all others, is, the right they colleQively poſ- 
ſeſs to.govern themſelves : Or in other words, the 
right of chooſing and eſtabliſhing their ' own fornis 
of government ; and of appointing to office thoſe 
who-make and execute the laws. 

. © That yery conſiderable privileges may be enjoy- 
ed «under | a deſpotic government, and that the 
rights. of juſtice may in general be maintained, will 
be readily admitted. But. if the government exiſts 
independent-of the governed, they cannot be faid to 
be free. | Their ſecurity for the few privileges they 
do enjoy, depends not on their acknowledged 
rights, but entirely on the will and diſpoſition of 


the perſons in office. 
All legitimate governments are, or ought to be 


founded in compa. For it is not eaſy to conceive 
how one man ſhould have a right to rule over ano- 
ther, equally free as himſelf, without” his conſent : 
And ſhould any one preſume to exerciſe authority 
over any portion of his fellow-men, without their 
exprels or implied conſent ; they might, with great 
propriety, demand of him by <vhat authority be did wY 
One who gave him this authority ? 

\ But, inſtead of being founded in compa, moſt 
of the governments which exiſt, owe their origin to 


Tome uſurping tyrant z who, being more crafty, or 


© cence, and the "7 


| wy, upon theſe infiint ſtates, now burſt forth in me- J 


Power 4s us "Op 


ng | from ef 
8, at ength becomes legitimate an and”, 
;Jhe people 


alk United States HE peevilia F 
dp in-this Our hiſtory does't ot b - 
with . varrating the exploits of To | 
Chigf, whoſe bload-ſtained crimes like thoſe ry Pi. i 
zarro rendered him the terror of defenceleſs ingo- ; i 
ation, of mankind. No? we | | 
glory.in/a race © anceſtors, who were mer of the = 
pureſt morals, an and moſt. unſullied. virtue.” Who 4 
were to pious to diſſemble, and to independent to! 
ſubmit to eccleſiaſtical fulminations. * Men who: 7 
were willing to leave their dear native hors, ind [ 
croſs the wide ſpreading ocean in queſt of this "Bet- x 
ter country. Who cheerfully encountered the fiu. * 
merous perils of an inhoſpitable wilderneſs, i n order ,” «4 
to ſecure to themſelves and their poſterity; the n- ; $ 
moleſted enjoymeit of civil and religious liberty. { 
Theſe bleſſings and privileges they bequeathed * : 
with their dying breath 'to their children ; and in * j 
defence of this precious legacy, we feel ourſelyes 
juſtified to God and the univerle, in appealing to 2] 
arms in our late glorious revolution. x 
Our cauſe was juſt, and heaven ſucceededit. The 
conteſt was-ſevere, but vitory and glory followed. 
The ſun of freedoni which had been gradually rif- + 


con Groned by time 
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ridian ſpletidor. 'A nation was borri in a day... A 

new era commenced, Another empire appeared *; 

w_ map of the world. Aſtofiſhed Eurgpe be- : ts 
B ; 


Cmjee's was on a tiptoe A and emer 
with unuſual adroitneſs was endeavouring to find its 
magnitude and motion. Some thought. they dif-” 
covered anew planet in the political hotizoti, mov-' 
ing regularly in its own. orbit. Others concluded 


it would prove only a ſatellite of forme Europe. 
an power. But many who viewed it through a ſet 


of royal optics, conceived” it to be only a baleful 
comet, portending revolution and war, making a 
haſty tranſit, and expe&ted momently it would cif- 
appear. But, they had yet_to learn that we were 
%* 4 world by ourſelves ;”” that we were independent 
Republicans z that. we were free. 

Whea the paſſions incident to a ſtate of war had 
ſubſided, and Gop had given us reſt from all our 
enemies round about, the public attention was natur- 
ally. drawn to our internal ſituation, Our provi. 
fional government, whi ch, like the tabernacle in the 
wilderneſs,had been erected during our revolution- 

ary march, was too defeQtive and incfhcient for our 
farg re-ſecurity, | It was unable to preſerve public 
credit, or ſeeure public confidence. Tt hence be- 


came indiſpenſtbly neceſfary in order to conſolidate. 


the union of the States, and to give permanency and 
dignity to: our national charaQter, that a new Con- 


ſtitution-ſhould be formed, That the powers of . 


the different branches of the general government 
ſhould be-ſpecifically defined ; their limits ſo dif- 


tinaly marked as not to interfere with each other; _ 


and ſufficient energy given to the whole, to ſupport 


order and tranquility at home, honor and good faith 
with, all nations with whom we were connetted a- 


broad, 


Delegates 
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pole. Ds wt. and under cj circ aniſt: ie 
peculiarly favourable to, he delign, "The attac: 


we. once. elt for To Ji of had 7o 
completely ſy dued, by a long! tyranule x 
Nor h: { the Repu A 


name at this time, been diſgraced by aQFof *eriietht 
and irreligion, The friendly ties which” bound 11} 


together HE the period of our commoti d 
had {carce g ny, Macken ; and intiouf } 
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erent States were. 


lyon of all popular governments as yer flepe/th leff 
embryo, (Would to God its ſleep had been pe? 


petual.) , No (uſpicious circumſtances of perſons] 
power and izement, awakened ther or 
Jealouſies or. our fears. Nor could we feel; Rt: 
at the head of this venerable allembly * was our A}; 
ILLUSTRIOUS Cutzs, But not in arms like a | y 
petual Difater, awing them into ſubmiſſion to * 
| vill, No; for like Timalion when he ſaw his c , 
try free, he ſheathed his fword and returned to th 


rank of a img eng Never was there an A 
ſembly convened | 


"What an auguſt ſpeQacle was here! the Fae f 
our tribes deliberately forming a plan of govern! 
+ ment, The yolumes' of RT weroopen ear 
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them, and the experience of all nations and ages en, 
riched their diſcuſſions. After ſurveying the inter- 


eſts of the whole, and making ſuch mutual concef- 
ſions as local circumſtances required, they unanf. 
mouſly agreed in the effential articles of our pre- 
ſent excellent Conftitution. It was then ſubmitted 
again to the ſeveral States, and by them examined, 
approved and accepted, and. thus became the ſu. 
preme law of the land, This it is conceived is lit. 
erally a ſacial compat?, what political writers* have 
faid to the contrary, notwithſtanding. 

This facred inſtrument ought to be confidered ” 
the great charter of our rights and privileges, and 
as the foundation of our national civil policy. Sq 
Jong as we preſerye it inviolate, and govern our, 
ſelves according to its true ſpirit, ſo long we ſhall 
continue to.be a tree people. It will be impoſſible 
for deſpotic power to ſupport itſelf in America, until 
we baſely degenerate from the ſpirit of our ancef. 
tors, and depart entirely from the principles of our 
confederation, 

One great ſecurity againſt the abuſe of power, is 
the ſhort tenure by which it is held. No offices 
are made {hereditary, and for this plain reaſon 1 
conceive, ! that talents and virtue, which are efſential 
qualifications, are not hereditary. 

No country eyer exhibited a fairer ſpecimen of 
moral juſtice than ours,,nor.can any be found of e- 
qual population where capital puniſhments are leſs 
frequent, . It is.not becauſe we ſuffer crimes to go 


uppuniſhed, 


* Palcy, ſuppoſes there never was ſuch a thing as a ſocial compact, 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, but allows that this comes the nearcft"of any thing | 
to be met with, See alſo Burgs': Polir. Diſg, 
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| diftates of his own- conſcience, and is accounay 


unpuniſhed, but by encouraging ſober - habits x? 

moral pri we' in a great degree / prev6;it 
them. Our laws-indeed are mild, and. not ye 
thoſe of Draco, written in blood, + © 3k 

'" Religion, at all times effential to the 7 
of ſociety, though not :/abli/hed, is protefted aij4 
encouraged by the laws of our country. - This ſe;: 
timent correſponds with that divine ythars | 
« By Mx kings reign and princes decree juſtice :; 
importing, that they need CH15T's religion to {iſs 
port their tottering thrones, but that his cauſe 
exiſt without their authority. No feQtarian 


is impoſed by law upon any man, nor have we apy | 


national formulary excepting the bible z- and wk 
man is at liberty to interpret this accoltign to 


only to Gop forhis errors. F*; 

Oppreſlion' may gain a temporary exiſtence un: 
der the pureſt government, by the | 
of particular agents ;* but it ought not to be atribu 
ed to the laws, but to their perverſion. « 

The Conſtitution of this Commonwealth d 
itfelf the friend and proteQor of every man, who at 
means himſelf quietly and peaceably as a good ſur? 
ject, let his religious ſentiments be what®they may 
It has alſo decreed, that ** nq ſubordination of 
one ſet or denomination to another ſhall eyer 
eſtabliſhed by law.?? 

Af it be acknowledged that men have a right 
ſerve God according to the light of their own un; 
derſtandings, then they cannot be conſtitutional? 


's 4 


T 
} 


. deprived of the means of ſerving him. It is not 6: | 
nough that the qaind be left free ; . for the commant, El 


14 
is, thou ſhalt *honor theLozp with thy ſubſtance." 
"What Mojes faid when he was about to leave £. 
gypt will apply in the preſent caſe; «Our cattle alſo, 
ſaid he, ſhall go with us, there ſhall not an hoof be 
left-behind ; for thereof muſt we take to. ſerve the 
LozDp-.our God.; and we know not with what we 
mult ferve-the-Logn until we are come hither,” 

»It is-with peculiar pleaſure that we obſerve at the 
preſent day, the increaſing prevalence of chriſtian 
candor and liberality. _ - This candor it is hoped, is 
not-the offspring. of torpid indifferency ;, much leſs 
of infidelity z. but ariſes from-more juſt and enlarged 
views of-the nature and genius of the goſpel, While. 
Chriſtians are leſs zealous in defending ſome of the 
outworks-of the {yitem, they ought to be more firm- 
ly-anited-in ſupporting the. eſſential artigles of the 
«Faith once delivered tothe Saints.” . 


Having thus- confidered ſome of our. molt eflen- 


tial rights both civil and /facred which: -we poſſeſs, 
and which we hope to convey unimpaired to our 
_ children; ſhall I be chargeable with vanity in laying, 
there -never has been a nation whoſe hiſtory has 
come down to our knowledge, which has enjoyed 
civil and religious liberty in a greater degree than 
we do. If we are not a free people, I confeſs -it 


ſurpaſles my ingenuity to: conceive how a. people 


can be ſo. | 
We proceed SEconDLY to inquire, What -are the 
means beſt calculated to preſerve our freedom, 'and to 
promote our happineſs and profperity ? _ + =— 
To which it may beanſwered, 1. That -as all 
popular governments depend in a great degree On 


public ſentiment, it is. highly unportant that this 
ſhould be enlightened. 
It 


' 


with the terrors of everlaſting puniſhment. + 4 


ft is an obſervation which I believe will-not-}\e. 
controverted 5"that the moredeſyotic' 1 | I. 


them'fo. For were they once'ſo' wrap as"; 
underſtand the nature of civil liberty, and- to a; Þ« 
upon any rational ſyſtem in recovering their 
ed rights, it would be impoſſible to keep-them- $4 
ſubje&ion. It is juſtly obſerved by Paley,that ng 
phyſical ſtrength refides'in the governed.” It if, 
therefore, truly aſtoniſhing to ſee millions” of ratio(}+ 
a beings, no ways « deficient in ſtrength/or cou 
age,” ſubmitting "ts the will of a fingleeyranty: no 
with all the docility of the laboring ox, put the:7 
necks quietly under his yoke. 'Still to keep” p up they 
ignorance every manly ſentiment is ſuppreſſed, RT 
every ray of political light ſhut out, and the flavilf 
doQtine of nonre/{ſtance and paſſive obedience incu; 3 
cated, with'all the zeal of fanaticiſm, -and enforcy) 


% 
% 
% 


In a repreſentative republic juſt the reverſe of t 
becomes neceſſary. Here, it'is* all-important th 
the people ſhould be enlightened ; as they are i 
acknowledged ſource of all power, whether legiſl: x 
tive or executive. Corre& political ———ny; 
therefore, cannot be too generally and _— dit; 
fuſed. > | 

As the public papers are the common mediums? 
this information, it" is of the higheſt importance"ty;; 
the well-being of focicty, that they ſhould be eo ; 
dufted with i ce and ability, an@ ike a'witi! - 
neſs urider' oath; that they ſhould "*tell the truths! 


the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. = wat 
li 
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lie opiniori, which often controuls the moſt impo#- 
tant concerns of a government, is itſelf controuled 


and-direted by fo trifling a thing as a News-paper. 


If -miſrepreſentations and falſehood are propagated 
inſtead of truth, the conſequence will be, the people 


will” be miſled, and their liberties endangered; 
But the full-vengeance of an abuſed public, will in 


' the end; return upon tlie heads of ' thoſe who have 


been thus guilty of deceiving them. 

We alſo add, thoſe literary inſtitutions battak 
by” our» venerable anceſtors, for the education. of 
youth; with others ' of a later date z and to which 
the preſent improved ſtate of ſociety is fo much 1n- 
debted, muſt be cheriſhed and ſupported with una- 
bating ſolicitude. There can hardly be a ſubje& 


Is miore intereſting to a community, or more deſery- 
" ing of legiſlative attention, than the education of 


youth and children. When this is negletted, an in- 
jury is done to fociety which it is impoſſible to re- 
pair. It is equally a violation of the law of nature, 
and of the expreſs command of Gop{/ To bring 
up our children in the * nurture and admonition 
of the Loxd;” is an apoſtolic injanQtion. . It will 
be unpoſhble to do this, if we negle& their educa- 
tion. The Legiſlature of this Commonwealth have 
done much already, and we hope they will not *be 
weary in well doing ;” and that their lat works 
may be more than their firſt, 

As thole impreſſions which are made upon the 
minds of children, are ſeidom if ever eraſed ; it is. 
the more important that their education ſhould be 
properly conduQted. It was a judicious remark of 
an- ancient king of Lacedemon, © That nothing 
ſhould 


<> i 


ſhould be taught children, but what may be ever; 
ally uſeful.” Their tender minds frequently 2m 
bibe ſentiments at' a much earlier period than” ye 
are apt to conceive, which have an influence etr 
after upon their conduQt. | Hannibal, 'was but nive 
years old when he was led to the alter by Hamilew 
his father, and took the oath of - perpetual | 
to the Romans, The folemnity of this tranſaQtitva . 
made an impreſſion upon his mind, which probat 
accounts for his future condu & towards that _} | 
Thoſe to whom this important truſt is com 

ted, ought to be men of principle as well as ta 

A vicious man, always lacks an efſential wal 
tion to inculcate the principles of virtue. To pre? 
tet and aid the opening germ of genius 3 z *to tea? 
the young ideas how to ſhoot z* to give a prope 
ſet to the wayward paſſions ; and above all to in; 
preſs the tender mind with the love of virtue ang 
religion ; though a delightful is a very arduoug. 
taſk. Favoured, as we are, with public ſchools, 
academies, and other literary inſtitutions, we ma « 
hope © that our fons may be as plants grown up # 3 
their youth ; that aur daughters may be as corner \JRONES js 
poliſhed, after the femilitide of a palace.” 2] | 

But however poliſhed and enlightened a people* 

may be; they cannot expe long to enjoy either”: 
freedom or proſperity unleſs they are virtuous,— 2 
We therefore add, 2d. That the praQtice of moral *- ry 
virtue, or religion, is effentiai to the proſperity, if% & 
not to the exiſtence of a free government. Where :. « 
the authority of God is treated with contempt, and 
the great principles of morality and religion are fl | 
dilregarded, it mp be expeQed that the vile pa *; 
C ſions M 


is 

ions will triumph and reign ; and inſtead of ratiofs 
al liberty nothing will remain but an unbounded 
lcentiouſneſs, ke 

Public confidence always attaches to moral prin- 
ciple;z and hence in the ſame proportion this is yi. 
tiated, that is weakened, I appeal to the good 
ſenſe of this enlightened audience, whether you can 
poſſibly repoſe the ſame confidence in a man who 
convinces you that he has no belief in the moral 
perfeQtions of the DzrTY, and who does not feel 
himſelf accountable to ſuch a Bz1xc, as in one who 
gives evidence that he a&ts under the influence of 
religious principle, and with a view to a day of final 
retribution ? | | | | 

If we look back into the remoteſt depths of Jew- 
zh antiquity, we ſhall find their moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Patriarchs ating under the influence of this princi- 
ple ; and not unfrequently appealing to an inviſible 
Power, to confirm and give ſolemnity to their ſo- 
cial tranſaQtions. The fame ſentiment prevailed in 
the Pagan world, _ 

 Amphictyon, by whoſe eloquence and addreſs the 
Grecian cities were firſt prevailed upon to unite for 
their common ſafety, was fo fully convinced, that 
& thoſe political conneQions are the moſt laſting, 
which are ſtrengthened by religion,” that he coni- 
mitted to the council at Thermopyle, the care of the 
Delphian Temple. 

The religion of the Bible, above all others, has'a 
peculiar tendency to cenient and ſtrengthen the 
bands of ſociety, and promote the happineſs of 
mankind, Tt inculcates the pureſt precepts, and 
exemplifies the moſt amiable virtues. Every man, 


let his rank in ſociety bs what it may, will here find 
his 


{| 9 
his duty plainly pointed out, and ulluſtrated by s. 
ample, hy 
From the hiſtory given of the Jewiſh people, &d 
the different charaters of their civil rulers, £18 
magiſtrates of other nations may derive. the m1 
intereſting leflons of inſtruction. They will fit.4, 
that thoſe who ruled in integrity 'and uprightness 
and walked in the fear of the Lozp, were” ble? 
in their adminiſtrations, and their people were pet- 
perous and happy. On the other hand, thoſe Wo 
difregarded the counſels of heaven, and choſe: Gat 
their own ways, generally involved themſelves. a | 
the nation in calamity and ruin, iS. 
When a virtuous pious Prince was upon Fa | 
throne, it frequently produced an immediate eff 
upon the manners and moral charaCter of the pe. | 


+. 
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ple. What a ſurpriſing and happy change was 
ten viſible ! The monuments of idolatry were thts 


ſtroyed, and the worſhip of the true Gon reſtorefl, 
The temple doors which had been cloſed, were 
opened, the ſanftuary cleanſed, and the fire whit 
had gone out rekindled upon their: altars, Tis 
Prieſts and Levites, who had fled to their nele-, 
were invited back, and placed in' their courles, at 
the ſervice of the houſe of the LozD ſet in order#; 
What was the conſequence of all this ? Unive}: 
fal joy and gladneſs. Righteouſneſs, peace, at;1 
tranquility reigned throughout the natian, .: 
Whenever their government fell. into the hang? 
of wicked idolatrous rulers, their pernicious priz- | 
ciples and example, like a contagious leaven, wou#l 
ſeem to run through the whole lump. The per: 
ple would relapſe again into idolatry, and vice arg : 
urebgion triumph, _ 
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"Perhaps it may be aſked, whether this people 
might not, upon the whole, have been as free and 
happy without any religion as with? Or whether 
the worſhiping the true God rather than Baa. had 
a tendency to promote” 'their national proſperity ? 
Their hiſtory ſhall furniſh the anſwer. Gop for, 
bid, that we ſhould make the experiment, as it may 
be attended with very dangerous conſequences ! _ 

The following account will ſerve to illuſtrate the 
idea : When the ten tribes reyolted from the fami- 
ly-of David, they ſet up Feroboam, the ſon of Nebal, 
who made Iſrael to fin. After his death we have the 


| following account given by the ſacred hiſtorian j— 


* Now for a long time 1ſracl hath been without the 
true Gop, without a' teaching prieft, and without 
iaw.”” This bore a ſtrong reſemblance to what in 
modern times is called the © age gf reaſon.” What 
a happy ſituation this people muſt have. thought 
themſelves in? Delivered from all fear and dread 
of that holy, juſt Being, whom we call Gop ! Not 
only ſo, but they were freed from the intolerable 
burden and impoſing dogmas of a teaching prieft. 
This ſacred claſs of men were deemed entirely uſe- 
leſs, and were either diſnufſed or driven from the 
ſanQtuary. And to complete this happy ' ſtate of 


things, they were allo without law. No reſtraint 


trom any quarter, Whar, no Gor! No prieſt! 
No law! Then conſequently no future acconnta- 
bility | This was liberty worthy the name, What 
an immenſe harveſt of felicity was now ripening be- 
fore them? Could they poſſibly fail of being the 
happieſt people in the -world, when every obſtacle 


was ſo entirely remoyed out of the way ? We ap- 


pomp <pareameg—_ 
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peal to experience and faft, thoſe great: deteQtors iF 
human errors, for an anſwer. They declare wig 
great ſolemnity, ' that in thg/e times there noas wy 
peace to him that went out nor to him that came in-x 
but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants hb 
the countries ; and nation was deſeroyed of » nation; 
and tity of city ; for Gop did vex them with'all al 
"a is no more than what ought be. rca 
expeQed : For when a people - give up their : 
gion, and renounce the authority of Gop, they wilt 
not heſitate to overleap all bounds of -law and ma: 
rality, and deſtroy one another. % 
From this brief ſpecimen it appears, that. the ſo-* 
cial order and happineſs of a community depend; 
eflentially on the influence of moral principle ; and 
we may venture to ſay, ſhould this be deſtroyed 
exterior force can never ſupply its place. Without : 
it, we ſhall never praQtice that 4 righteouſneſs which, 
exalteth a nation 3” but ſhall inevitably. fall .into* 
thoſe © fins which are the reproach of any people.” ; 
There never has been a people, fince the tribes 
ranſomed from Egyptian bundage, under greater ,* 


obligations to their Gop than we are; and ſhould ; | 


we baſely apoſtatize from our holy religiou, and uſe /: 
our liberty only for a cloke of maliciouſne/s, we muſt * 
expet ſome choſen curſe will purſuerus to final -: 
ruin. 7 
But in a world like this, ncither -innocency nor ;*: 
uprightneſs will always preſerve a people from-the 5 
defigns of avarice and ambition. 5 
We, therefore, add 3d, Another mean of pre- 3 


ſerving our liberty and of promptiag our proſperity - 


f 
In the power we pollels of defending ourſelves. | 


be 4 


Without the means of ſelf-defence, the liberties of 


a people-can never be ſafe, A ſtate of weakneſs 
always invites aggreſſion. Ambitious men ſeldom 
want a-pretext to plunder and deſtroy ſuch as haye 
ot the power of reſiſtance, Popular governments 
have been- ſuppoſed leſs capable of ſelf-defence, 
than thoſe of a monarchical form ; becauſe ir is 
thought to be more difficult to colle& their ener- 
gies, and dire& them to any certain point. Hence 
the deſtiny of our Republic has often been predi&-. 
ed by the fate of others. It has been ſuppoſed that 
the ſeeds of mortality are ſown in the conſtitution 
of all Republics, that they grow with their growth, 
and ſtrengthen with their ſtrength, and that their 
early difſolution follows of courſe, But this is not 
true as applied to them in partieular. No human 
government is exempt from diſaſter and change, 
Should it be aſked, where are thoſe republics of 
Greece and Rome, which make ſuch a figure in an» 
cient hiſtory? In reply, I would aſk, where are 


thoſe mighty monarchies which were raiſed on their 
ruins? The Grecian republics, retained their free- 


dota for ſeven centuries ; whereas the monarchy, 
which by the arms of Alexander was extended over 
great part of the known world, ſcarcely outlived 
its founder. The republic of Rome, after the ex- 
pulfion of Targuin, maintained its hberties for five 
hundred years. Nor did the empire, though one 
of the moſt powerful and deſpotic that ever exiſted, 
continue longer. It commenced nearly with the 
chriſtian era, was divided in the beginning of the 
4th century, by Con/tantine, and in the fifth, wholly 
lubverted, and a barbarous Chic/tain ſeated on the 

throne 
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throne of the Cefars. The caiifes which : 
on the ruin of Sparta, Carthage, and Rome itſeh 
are too well known to require a recital on this e:3 


caſion. , 
' It muſt here be remembered, however, that Sir 


republic difters efſentially, in its conſtitution 
genius, from all others, both ancient and 
Had the Greci#n ſtates, inſtead of thtir Amphicty 
Council, formed a permanent government like oury, 
they could nof have been prattiſed upon ſeparately, 


and ruitied by the infidious arts of Philip, of M, Mz 

2don. But, my brethren, we are bleſſed with a gay 
ernment which combines energy with freedox?! 
Gop hath alſo put in ovr power ample means i 
defence; and we may hope, under the auſpices FX 


an indulgent Providence, long to enjoy our pr. 
© 


cious privileges. 
'When we look: back to that perilous mo 


when we firſt aſſumed the attitude of ſelf-defence* 
and compare our preſ:nt ſituation and reſouree? 
with what they. then were, gratitude and joy ruff 
in upon our ſouls, and conſtrain us to ſay, © thy 
Loxp hath done great things for us, whereof w 
are glad.” Þ 
We are by the providence of Gop, at this time, x 
the honorable and quiet poflefſion of a country ef 
valt extent and fertility. Our ſoil, luxuriant z 
the land of Nile ; and our atmoſphere, pure - 
that which ſurrounded the famed Helicon. This 
wide Atlantic laves' our, eaſtern board, and forms 


one barrier to the progrels of invaſion ; and at thi; 


fame time wafts to our ſhores the fruits and trez;- 
fures of every clime. On its bays and inlets a 


ancient towns and cities are planted. Here, 


buſy. multitude throng ; and trade, and commer 
colle& their immenſe ſtores of wealth. Here, ele: 
gance and. refinement unite. their powers, to pleaſe 
the imagination and improve the heart. 

Ow the weſt, the Mi/i/ippi rolls in majeſtic gran- 
deur ;-and/by receiving the waters of the Ohio into 
its boſvm; opens a communication of vaſt extent ins 
to:thole” fertile 'regions. Here, the wilderneſs is 
turned -into a fruitful field, and goldea harveſts 
imile in the rays of a/ſetting ſun. Where the Sav- 
age lately purſued his nimble chaſe, we now beh 
large towns and flouriſhing villages, adorned wi 


temples facred to religion, and crowded with devout 


and adoring worſhipers of the Lam. 
No conſiderable part of 0ur extenſive territory, 


but-what is capable under the hand of cultivation, 


of ' Nelding ſubſiſtence for man. 


Were we to riſe with the morning ſun, and tray- 
& on its rays round the globe, we ſhould not find a 


nation more diſtinguiſhed by its bleſſings than our 
own. Eyery uneaſy thought therefore muſt be 
deemed ingratitude, and every murmer rebellion 
againſt heaven. 

Should a foreign enemy attempt to invade our 
country, he would meet a phalanx of veterans more 
impenetrable than walls of granate. Our depen- 
| Uance is not on foreign auxiliaries or mercenary 
aid ; but under Gop, we rely" on the {kill and bra- 
very of our own citizens. Do we need ſhips. of 
war? Our own immenſe foreſts, our forges and 
work-ſhops furniſh the materials ; and our ſkilful 
artizans conſtru& them in a manner, equal; if not 


ſuperior to any which float on the boſom of the 
deep. 


Indeed, every article neceſſary in the w 


y 


talting her joys, inured to hardy enterprize, | and -. 


lords of the foil they « cultivate, can ever be coniquer-'> 


&d by aty foreign foe, unleſs the frars i in their cours: 

fes fight againſt them. as 
"With ſuch immenſe and increafing reſources, :* 

our only danger” ariſes from the abuſe of "our libef. 7: 


ty, which was the lalt thing in the method to GE 
tended to. my 


© *Petmit me briffly to obſerve on two 6r'three oe: i 
ticulars. The right of private judgment, or whit 
is commonly called libercy of conſcience, 'is '6ne6f 
our deareſt privileges. - This right is unalienablein 
Its nature; For the enjoyment of this, otir "fore- 
fathers left their friends and country,and foaght an 
aſylum in this then howling wilderneſs; But” pre- 
cious 2s this privilege is, it is liable to abuſe; A 
yety ptalicious deſign may be concealed under the 
Cloke of religious liberty. It is to be” feared that 
many; under this pretence, are in reality oppoſing 
and endeavouring to deſtroy all religion. Some by 
denying, others by corrupting its important doc- 
trines and inſtitutions. This is an  abuſe'.too for 
which there is no legal remedy. It ſeems to be be» 
yond” the juriſdiQtion of the civil magiſtrate.” Ac» 
cording to our context, his power extends only to 
the puniſhment of evil der, and not erroneous or 
heretical opinions. He that undertakes” to" decide 
on another's imcerity, ought certainly to know! his 
heart; otherways, in attempting to root out theſe 


fares, he will be in danger of deſtroying the wheat. 
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apparatus of v wat, ' is, or may be furniſhed” by var-; 
ſelves. ſt is not then to be believed, that five mill - 
10n? of people, breathing the air of freedom and ;s 
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I Lratagbies but light that will remove dark 
neſs; _nor any antidote to error but truth. If men 
will abuſe their chriſtian liberty, they muſt anſwer 


it to Gov, 
Another im t privilege, is the right of ded: 


ing our own. civil rulers. This is the diſtinguiſhing 


cfiterion of a free government. But we are in 
great danger of abuſing this privilege ; and eſpeci- 

ally at ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent, when party 
fpirit-is wrought up to.its higheſt pitch. When we 
ſuffer our prejudices and paſſions to influence out 
choice ;- when. our judgment and conſcience. are 
lacrificed at the ſhrine of party zeal ; when we paſs 
over tried merits and prefer an att candidate 
becaule-he is. of a particular party.z do. we not then 
abuſe our liberty ?, .If our | eleQtions are biaſſed and 
corrupted, our government will be corrupt, and, 
conſequently, our liberty will be endangered. _ 

[ add once more, The right to inveſtigate the 
official. condu@t of. all /public agents, and-in 2 Te- 
ſpe&ful. decent manner to publiſh our opinions of 
them, is. one: of the privileges of a free people. But, 
when under this pretence, we calumniate and af. 
perſe the.charaCters of our rulers, and endeavour to 
expoſe them-to public contempt, this is a very ma- 
licious and dangerous abuſe of our liberty, It is 
not eaſy-to-calculate the,Jextent of this miſchief ; 
for by. traducing their charaQters, and miſreprelent- 


- ng their motives and meaſures, we deſtroy public 


confidence, and, prepare the- minds of the leſs in- 


formed. part of the community for complete oppo- 
fition and revolt. _ This abuſe has alſo. another bad 


elett : It tends to alienate one citizen from another, 
and kindle the flame of diſcozd thoughout the na- 
ton, To 
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To guard againſt this, we need only to refle&, T] 
that our national fafety and proſperity depend chief- ©: 
ly upon our union. So long as we coritinue virtu- 
ous and united, we have little to fear.” *Butſhould 
patient Heaven, offended by our aggravated"provo« 
cations, give us up to a fpirit of national diſtraction” 
and diſcord, our ruin would be ſpeedy and inevitable. 

The fate of all preceding” Republics,” and- the 
cauſes which accelerated their ruin, have beenre-- 
| corded by the faithful hiftorian. © Sigtialsalſo have” 
| been placed on all the rocks and ſhoals "on which 
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they foundered, to give us the friendly warning.” -F % 
have þeen trying to read the inſcriptions on theſe * 
monuments, but can make out diſtinaly only the E 
three following words, which ſeem” to have been-+ 7 
written in capitals, LUXURY,” EFFEMINACY, 7 


$058 
* 


| and DISUNTON.  « United we ſtand; divided = | Y 


| we fall.” This was our motto in” thoſe '** times il 
| which tried men's ſouls.” The ſentiment is equals; 
ly important at "this time. | Young Sampſer's great + 


ſtrength, we are told, lay in /zver locks united in 
one head ; but ours in's : VENTEEN; If ' we ſuffer 
them to be ſhorn, or a part cut off,” our ſtrength 
will moſt certainly depart from us. 

Is it not then the duty of every -friend to/his: 
country to diſcountenance eyery attempt-to alien- 
ate one part of our citizens from another ? Who- 
ever endeayours to induce the belief, that the in- 
tereſts of one State are incompatible with thoſe- of 
another, or with the-intereſts' of the whole, ought 
to be conſidered, at leaſt, as a very doubtful friend:-. 
But it may be faid, | the ſpeaker is only oppoſing 
a* man of ſtraw.” I could wiſh indeed we had 
good reaſon to think ſo, But has all which has 
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ration; God knows where it may end, and what the 


98 
been faid and done been without making | itfo, 
ere Rr Ny 0 1 arm fore many 


well-informed perſons* have been ſeriouſly alarmed 


- atithe progreſs of party diſaffeQion; and have fear. 
_ ed leſt ſome untoward circumſtance ſhould provoke 


the mad attempt to divide our hitherto happy Re- 


public. Should we once begin the work of ſepa- 


conſequences may be, It will be remembered that 
the imprudent condutt of Rehoboam, urged on by 
the impetuous zeal- of the young men who were 
about him, cauſed ten tribes to revolt from- the 
houſe of David. - What was the conſequence ? ? A 
civil war 3. /in which half a million fell by the ſward ! 
The greateſt ſlaughter, which, perhaps, has ever 
been ina ſingle battle fince the world began. -- | 
The danger of diſunion, which we are confider- 
ing, was contemplated by our late beloved WAsH- 


 3NGTON,/and a moſt ſolemn warning given us in 
his farewell addreſs. Permit me to enrich my dif- 


courſe 'with-a paragraph-from it. | The unity of 
government, (Gith he) which conſtitutes you one 


people, 'is alſo now dear to'you. - It -is-juſtly ſo ; 


for-it is the main pillar in the edifice of - your real 
independence ; the ſupport of your tranquillity at 
home; your peace abroad; of your ſafety, of: your 
proſperity'z of that very liberty which you ſo high- 
ly prize. ' But, as it-is eaſy-to foreſee, -that from 
different-quarters much pains will be taken, many 
artifices employed, 'to weaken in- your minds the 
convition of this truth z as this is the point in your 
ries mr—_ againſt which the batteries of. -in- 


* See Governor TzaumnuLy's pacdy at the opening of the Con- 
nedlicut Aſſembly ia ORober laſt, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


ternal arid external enemies will be moſf | 
and aQtively (though often covertly and-infiiout7) 
direfted, it is of infinite moment that you ſhow 
properly eſtimate the immenſe value of your naticy 
al union to your colleQive and individual bappinef(f: 
that you ſhould cheriſh a cordial, habitual anc 
moveable attachment to it ;. accuſtoming yourlelvg 
©o think and ſpeak of it as of the palladium of you 


i adage abandoned; and 1 | 
frowning upon the firſt dawning of an attempt ta 
alienate any portion of our country from the: reltg 
or to enfeeble the ſacred ties which -now link wy 
gether the various parts.” 'Lhis-ſeaſ | 
it is hoped, will haye its weight. 
ber that though dead, be yet /peaketh. 
Nor can a doubt be entertained, but his worthy? 
ſucceſſor, our late excellent Preſident, beld theſame, 
ſentiment with Tegard to our union ; and” had” he, 
addreffed the people when ' retiring from-office, ns”; 
may preſume he would haye exhorted us 'to cleave? : 
to'our federal union as the © ſheet-anchor”-of our”; 


I; 


: | i 
Permit me to add, that whatever- difference of Y 


opinion there may bein other reſpe&s, our preſent ©; | 
Chief Magiſtrate, 'in his inaugural-ſpeechz, has re”; 
commended the fame'important ſentiment with pe. :, ; 
euliar beauty and energy. But 4 am-not inſenſible, : Wi 
that, conſidering the" divided ſtate of public opinion, 7 
I am here ventuting on a point of very great delica- 
cy ;  and-yet tg'paſs wholly uanoticed-the Federal :; 

Aamiairaton, 
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to the American charaQter.- 


30 

Adminiſtration, which has been conſtantly mention. 
ed on all ſimilar occaſions, might be deemed dilres 
ſpeQful to the conſtituted authorities of our couns. 
try. I do not, however, feel mylelf authorized, Cie 


ther to eulogize or to cenſure, | 


It is'but juſt to obſerve, "that our preſent Chief 
Magiſtrate, as well as his predeceſſors, was among 
the firſt- afſerrers "of our freedom and indepen» 
dence. At this early period, his diſtinguiſhed talents 
and patriotiſm, procured him the eſteem and con, 
fidence of © his fellow citizens. When. we add to 
this, the many important offices he has ſuſtained 
with reputation, both in his own State and under 
the Genera! Government, we ſhall not doubt his 


g ability to condu&t our public affairs, in ſuch a man» 


ner as ſhall: promote our proſperity, and do honor 


It will not be denied that the preſent adminiſtra. 
tion differs'in ſome important-points from the pre- 
ceding ; and that a new order of things in ſome re- 
ſpeQs is taking place. What the final-effe& will be 
upon our political happinels and proſperity muſt be 
left for time to determine. 1will only add, our re- 
ligious as well as our political ſentiments, -oblige us 
to © give cuitom to whom cuſtom, and honor to 


whom honor 1s due,” 

It is confidently hoped, that the diſtinguiſhed 
rank whii : this Commonwealth has hitherto held 
in the Ame union, will be maintained with in. 
creaſing influence and ſplendor. That our citizens 
may be as remarkable for the praQice of moral 
virtue, as for their regard to rational liberty and ſo- 
cial order ; and that we may ever be indulged with 

7 the 
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the propitious ſmiles of that gracious-P 
which has hitherto direQed our deſtiny. Hap 

indeed ſhall we be, if our heavenly Parent- may t# 
of us as of Iftael of old ; © They ſeek. me: daily,-afy 
delight to know my ways, as a nation that did righy- 
eouſnels, and forſook not the ordinance of 

Gop; they 'afk: of. me the ordinances of juſticez 


they take delight in approaching unto Gops”” * Hay 
Py i is that people that is in ſuch a caſe, yea happy 
is that people whoſe Gov is the Lo xd,” Pp. 


Ou 


- The pleaſures of this intereſting anniv 
which collects together ſo many of our civil anc rev 
ligious Fathers, are greatly heightened by the pre? # 
fence of the Chief Magiftrate of our Commonw 
Whilſt decency forbids adulation, it is preſumed:; 
that evety /gootl man eſteems the approbation ot 
his friends, next to that of his own conſcience 
And although he does not ſeek their applauſe, yer 
i muſt aford him pleaſure to know, that his endea-.” 
vours to ſerve their intereſts have not "been unac- ; 1 
ceptable. 
The increaſing marks of elteent and confidence, * 
maniteſted in the late eleftion, are the beſt eulogy *: 
upon his Exeellency's paſt adminiſtration. - He will E, 
pleaſe to accept our fincere eongratulations'qn -his « ” 
re-eleQion to the important office he ſuſtains, + Ev- 5 
ery clals of citizens look up to him witt'an embok. -- 
dened confidence, that he will cheriſh ns 
and confider/himſelf ;with, his people,-as-a- father * 
with his children;/ |'Lhey have the: fulleſt atisfac- 
tion, that his authority and example 'will be united ? 
in ſupporting good order, in encouraging and pro- | 3 
teQting-virtue and religion ;, and in promoting every : 
meaſure which ſhall tend tothe general /intereit-of © 
the people. It £ 
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Foe Fatt i wt ar a free 
people ; and heimay be = CL FAY 
in ſerving them, in 
Ty That his Excellency's life arid health 
ed, and that he may be enabled to 
— the difficult duties of his exalted - ſtation 


to acceptance, our fervent. prayer fhall be offered up 
continually to. Almighty -God on his behalf; that 


when his term of ſervice or. earth ſhall be complet- 
ed, he-may. be. received to. the immortal felicities 
and rewards of the heavenly ſtate. 

-His. Honor the Lieutenant Governor ele, will-in- 
dulge. -us to expreſs the atisfaftion we. feel, in. his 
eleon to the ſecond office in the gift of the people 
of 4his- Commonwealth. From, his long. acquaint- 
ance with-our.public afairs;1as. well-as from his tal- 
ents and patriotiſm, we have, full confidence in his 
aſſiſtance and co-operation with. the' Executive, in 
all the-important concerns of the government. He 
will remember that he is to fill a place which has 
lately been rendered vacant / by the death of one of 
the'moſt amiable and beſt of men. Aman in, whom 
< political wiſdom, patriotic virtue,” and undiffem- 
bled piety all united and ſhone. 

While-the lite of the deceaſed may irkai. an 
ejuplocatdis ſucceſfor,, his death will admonith 
him of the end of all human greatneſs. | With ſuch 


veneration. . We 
candor and i integrity ir 
vice and conſent may b: be fake a < : th 
appointment of perſons to office. That ds 
feel, themſelves above 
and ill recommend 


from fitneſs of charaGer, rather than thoſe of inter- 
eſt and ambition, -, 

We have only to,add our beſt wiſhes, that, whilſt 
they eflentially aid-the intereſts of government, they 
may-alſo by their, example give encouragement to 
the. cauſe of religion ; ;. and like that, honorable 
Counſellor of Arimathea, may they be willing, not 
only to lend their tombs to Jesvs if needed, but 
may they conſecrate their hearts for his throne. . 

The Honorable Gentlemen compoſing the two 
Branches of the Legi/lature, will permit us tO Cx» 
preſs the lively . intereſt we feel in the repeated 
marks of reſpe&.with which their friends have hon» 
ored them ; but eſpecially in their preſent appolnt- 
ment. By accepting this confidential truſt, they 
pledge themſelves to the faithful diſcharge oft... 


The duty of legiſlation is at all cimes difficult, 
and often perplexing. It is rendered pecularly | ſo 
at this tinie, by the divided ſtate of public opinion. 
It would favor of an intolerant ſpirit to ſuppole, that 
good men may not be/aiming to promote the ſame 
obje&, while they differ inthe means beſt calculat- 
ed'to attain it, Matual candor and forbearance, 
therefore, will be neceſſary, in'"order to preſerve 
peace, and promote the public welfare, 
: E | 
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Faithful in all 
ouſands*of wit. 


, our hon. | 
important duties of 
"continuance in office. In 
their moſt zealous deliberations they will not forget, 
that in the congregation of the 
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the way of falvation, - While our civil rulers,” who 


have 


have invited- us this day to the houſe of Go, 


tinue to reverence the inſtitutions of r, 
to reſpe& and honor . its miniſters z you. 1 
ceaſe daily to offer up interceflions and prayers for 
all that are in authority, Nor will you ceaſe ts 7 
5 put the people-in mind to be ſubje& to principals 
ities and powers, to obey magiſtrates, and to be :ea- 
dy to every good work.” And mcy Gop Almigh- 
ty bleſs your unwearied labors ot love, | 
Fellow citizens of this . reſpectable audience. How 
great, - and - how precious the privileges we enjoy | 
While ſo many of our fellow beings inhabit the dark, 
regions-of ſlavery: and deſpotilm ; and , bow with 
degrading reverence before {one lordly tyrant, whe 
ſits upona throne of) ebony, ſwaying an iron ſcep- 


LI 


tre; we have the peculiar telicity to live under a tres | 


government. Our rulers are ot ourlelves, and our 
governors proceed from the 1aidiſt of us. When 
thus cloathed with power, we are _ bound to honor 
them as the miniſters of Gop, who exercile their 
authority not tor their own emolument, but tor the 
public good. Let us therefore endeavour to Rrengthe 
en their hands, . by.a cordial acquielcence in eyery 
meaſure promotive of our common iatereit, _ It we 
do not protect our. laws, our laws "will not prote& 
us. . By our ciyil and religious habits let us thew tg 
the world that Americans.are worthy. of freedom, 
Be-careful how. you / entertain unreaſonable Ea» 
loufies and ſuſpicions gf. your gld. and. long tried 
friends. But when you hear a man, whoſe i Integri» 
ty and talents never introduced him to public no- 
tice, ſaying, Oh that Iyvere made judge in the land ;"” 
although his face may be as fair as Ab/alom's, you 


have 
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ow citizens, that you-are : Som principle attached 
tour republican ſyſteui 3' and that you would op- 
poſe with /energy and firmneſs any attempts to 
change it, - Should any furious demagogue hercaf- 
ter preſume to play the-tyrant, and by any unconſti« 
tutional meafures'place himſelfin the chair of Gate, 
ſhould we tamely fubmit'to it? - No, the ſpirit of 
the” Ameritan- people would riſe indignaat, and bur! 
the wrercff From his feat, and turn him out to graze 
as the Chaldears did Nebuchadnezzar. 
Brethren, &you havebeen called unto libartyonly 
uſe not your liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, but | 
by love ſerve one another.” ' Cheriſh therefore all | 
thoſe friendly affeQtions which unite manwith man, 
and ſweeter the pleaſures of ſocial life,  Aboye all 
things let the goſpel of the grace of Gop rule-in 
your hearts. If you are miade free from civil tyrari- 
ny and oppreſſion, never ſuffer yourſelves to be-the 
faves of fin: No ſervitude can be more degrading, 
But having obtained redemption through the blood 
of Crz1sT, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, let | us 
«ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith he hath made 
us free, and"ifffbe entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage.” And will the Gov of Abraham, of 
Iſaac, and of Ifrael ; the Goy'of our Fathers, de- 
light UUW 6s and bleſs us, and be'our Go 
now and erermore z AMEN: 
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